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HOUSE BI LL 1784

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Darneille, Upthegrove, Chase, Linville, Wallace,
Kagi, Kessler, Kenney, Schual -Berke, Wod, D ckerson, Santos, Sinpson
and Morrell

Read first time 02/10/2003. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Servi ces.

AN ACT Relating to inproving coordination of services for
children's nental health; anmendi ng RCW 71. 36. 020; addi ng a new section
to chapter 71.36 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature affirms its support for:
I mproving field-level <cross-program collaboration and efficiency;
collecting reliable nmental health cost, service, and outcone data
specific to children; revising the early periodic screening diagnosis
and treatnment plan to reflect the current nental health system
structure; and identifying and pronulgating the approaches wused in
school districts where nental health and education systens coordi nate
services and resources to provide public nental health care for
chi | dren.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The |legislature supports recomendations
made in the study of the public nental health system for children
conducted by the joint legislative audit and review comttee. The
| egi sl ature expects the departnent of social and health services and
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the office of the superintendent of public instruction to work
diligently within available funds to inplenent these reconmendati ons,
whi ch include the foll ow ng:

(1) The departnent shall identify cross-agency business operation
issues that |limt the agency's ability to neet statutory intent to
coordi nate existing categorical children's nental health progranms and
f undi ng;

(2) The departnent shall collect reliable nental health cost,
service, and outcone data specific to children. This information nust
be used to identify best practices and costs of services;

(3) The departnment shall revise the early periodic screening
di agnosis and treatnent plan to reflect current nental health system
structure;

(4) The departnent and the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall jointly identify school districts where nental health
and education systens coordinate services and resources to provide
public nmental health care for children. These agencies shall work
together to share infornmation about these approaches with other school
districts, regional support networks, and state agencies.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. In addition to any followup requirenents
prescribed by the joint legislative audit and review commttee, the
departnment of social and health services shall submt reports to the
| egi sl ature on the status of the inplenentation of the recommendati ons
provided in section 2 (1) through (3) of this act, which are due to be
i npl emrent ed by January 2004. The inplenentation status reports nust be
submtted to appropriate policy and fiscal comittees of the
| egi slature by June 1, 2004, and each year thereafter through 2007.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 71.36 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent of social and health services shall collect and
anal yze nental health cost, service, and outconme data specific to
children. The information produced by the analysis of this data shal
be used to pronote a consistent, efficient, and effective statew de
public nental health systemfor children
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Sec. 5.
as foll ows:

RCW 71. 36. 020 and 1991 c 326 s 13 are each anmended to read
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2y)) The office of financial nanagenent, in consultation with the
departnent, shall develop a plan and criteria for the use of early
periodi ¢ screening, diagnosis, and treatnment services related to nental
health that includes at |east the foll om ng conponents:

(((8))) (1) Criteria for screening and assessnent of nental ill ness
and enotional disturbance;

((b)y)) (2) Citeria for determning the appropriate |evel of
medi cally necessary services a child receives, including but not
limted to developnment of a nmultidisciplinary plan of care when
appropriate, and prior authorization for receipt of nental health
servi ces;

((€e))) (3) Qalifications for children's nental health providers;

((€))) (4) O her cost control nechanisns, such as nanaged care
arrangenments and prospective or capitated paynents for nental health
services; and

((€e))) (5) Mechanisnms to ensure that federal nedicaid matching

funds are obtained for services ((+paventoried—pursuant—to—subseetion
H—ofthis—seetion)), to the greatest extent practicable.

In devel oping the plan, the office of financial managenent shal
provi de an opportunity for coment by the major child-serving systens
and regional support networks. The plan shall be submtted to
appropriate commttees of the legislature on or before Decenber 1,
((3991)) 2003, and biennially thereafter.

~-- END ---
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